
 

BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
           MEETING MINUTES 

 
March 13th, 2015 

Holiday Inn Park Plaza Hotel 
22 N Last Chance Gulch 

Helena, MT 
 

 
Friday March 13th, 2015 
8:30 AM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Carroll called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  Chair Carroll read the Statement of Public 
Participation and welcomed guests. 
 
Board members present included: Ms. Sharon Carroll – Chair; Ms. Erin Williams; Ms. Darlene Schottle; 
Mr. John Edwards; Ms. Lila Taylor; Ms. Greta Gustafson; Ms. Mary Jo Bremner.  Excused: Mr. Paul 
Andersen.  Staff included: Mr. Pete Donovan, Executive Director; Ms. Kris Stockton, Administrative 
Assistant.  Ex-Officio members present: Dr. Neil Moisey, Office of Commissioner of Higher Education; Ms. 
Denise Juneau, Superintendent of Public Instruction; Dr. Shannon O’Brien, Education Policy Advisor, 
Governor Bullock’s Office.  Guests present: Dr. Linda Peterson, OPI; Mr. Dennis Parman, OPI; Ms. Nancy 
Coopersmith, OPI; Ms. Donna Sorensen, MSDB; Ms. Donna Schmidt, MSDB; Ms. Christine Emerson, 
OPI; Ms. Ann Gilkey, OPI; Mr. Bob Vogel, School Administrators of Montana; Dr. Kirk Miller, School 
Administrators of Montana; Ms. Judy Snow, OPI; Ms. Kelly Creswell, Student Assistance Foundation. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment was made. 
 
Chair Carroll introduced Ms. Darlene Schottle as the new Board member.  Ms. Schottle introduced herself 
and reviewed her background in education as a teacher and administrator. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 
   Consent Agenda approved as presented. 
    
ADOPT AGENDA 
 

Mr. John Edwards moved to adopt the agenda as presented.  Motion 
seconded the motion. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

*****Items are listed in the order in which they are presented***** 
 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 REPORTS – Sharon Carroll (Items 1-6) 
    

Item 1   CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT 
   Sharon Carroll 
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Chair Carroll reviewed her recent activities including her attendance at the State of Education Address on 
February 2nd, 2015. Ms. Carroll discussed the possibility of moving the May meeting to the following week 
of May 14-15th. The Board decided to keep the meeting May 7th. 

• Committee Assignments 
The Board discussed new committee assignments – new assignments will be in the Consent Agenda for 
the May Board meeting. 
      
Item 2   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT 
   Pete Donovan 

• Update on 2015 Legislature 
Mr. Donovan announced to the Board that Ms. Genii Skoog will be getting married and moving to Great 
Falls and has accepted a position at the Great Falls Public Schools District Office.  Mr. Donovan thanked 
Chair Carroll for the time she gives to the Board as Chair.  Mr. Donovan thanked Ms. Schottle and Ms. 
Bremner for coming to Helena for the hearing to approve their Board appointments.  Mr. Donovan 
reviewed bills which are going through the Legislature including HB 377 to repeal the Montana Content 
Standards, SB 124 to require Boards to publish and post audio/video minutes to their websites, HB 275 to 
have the Board of Public Education members elected rather than appointed by the Governor, and HB 501 
which would prohibit OPI from gathering data on assessment, and HB 596 creating public charter schools 
which would create a committee to which the Board would need to provide administrative support.  Mr. 
Donovan also discussed bills which were introduced but were tabled.   
 
Item 3   STATE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT 
   State Superintendent Denise Juneau 
Superintendent Juneau thanked the Board for their service and discussed Legislative issues before OPI 
including HB 27 regarding school funding, HB 2 which is the state budget bill.  Superintendent Juneau 
discussed areas in the OPI budget which were cut, including Early Edge, Special Education inflationary 
increases, and mental health wrap-around services. The Superintendent also discussed HB 377 to repeal 
the Montana Content Standards to 2009 standards and create new standards and HB 501 regarding data 
collection which has passed the House and will be heard before Senate Judiciary.  Also discussed is the 
charter school bill, HB 596.  Chair Carroll thanked Superintendent Juneau for all her hard work. 
 
Item 4   COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION’S REPORT 
   Commissioner Clayton Christian 
Dr. Neil Mosey, Deputy Commissioner for Academic Affairs for the Commissioner of Higher Education 
updated the Board on legislative bill tracking at the Commissioner’s Office and bills they are watching 
particularly concealed carry on campus.  Dr. Moisey discussed a report from the Higher Education 
Consortium that the P-3 courses for Educator Preparation programs will be ready for the upcoming school 
year.  Also discussed was the upcoming Math Educators Consortium meeting May 1-2nd.  
 
Item 5   GOVERNOR’S OFFICE REPORT 
   Shannon O’Brien 
Dr. O’Brien thanked the Board for their service and welcomed new member Ms. Schottle.  Dr. O’Brien 
updated the Board on legislative activity ongoing at the Governor’s office and the Governor’s efforts to 
prioritize public education.  Dr. O’Brien also discussed the ACT awards, recognizing workforce/military 
experience/knowledge for credits, and an update on Jobs for Montana’s Graduates program.  Dr. O’Brien 
discussed a couple of bills the Governor’s office is watching including the infrastructure bill which would 
provide funding for schools for infrastructure.   
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Item 6   STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT 
   Greta Gustafson 
Ms. Gustafson updated the Board on her recent activities including preparing for their prom, which will be 
held next week.  Also discussed was a fundraiser in her community for Make a Wish Foundation which 
has raised over $1600 for a community member, upcoming ACT test, and the Associated State Student 
Council meeting later in March.  High School rodeo season begins with the first rodeo of the season in 
Helena next week.  Ms. Gustafson also reviewed the Graduation Matters kick off in her community, and 
hopefully a school trip to the Legislature during the next session.  Chair Carroll commented that she 
received communication from the Executive Director of the Montana Association of Student Councils and 
she  recommended Ms. Gustafson remain on the Board of Public Education for 1 more year.  Ms. 
Bremner discussed a recent trip of Browning High School seniors to visit the Legislature. 
 
ACTION 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The public was afforded the opportunity to comment before the Board on every action item on the 
agenda prior to final Board action. 
 

 MSDB LIAISON  - Lila Taylor (Item 7) 
 
Item 7   MSDB REPORT 
   Lila Taylor 
Mr. Bob Vogel from the Montana School Boards Association discussed with the Board how school boards 
work with other schools and the Boards role as the school board for the MSDB, the main duty of hiring 
and maintaining the Superintendent, and dealing with suspension and expulsion of students.   
 
Ms. Sorensen gave the Board an update on happenings at the school, including the recovery progress of 
their IT Manager, how Ms. Sorensen is preparing for her evaluation and seeking input from the staff and 
activities at the school.  Also discussed was enrollment at the school and open positions due to 
retirement. 
 
Ms. Donna Schmidt discussed safety and facilities at the school including the remodel in the Geyser 
Cottage that needed repairs due to water damage, a recent break in at the school, the updating of the 
policy on emergencies and what to do in the days after an emergency, repainting in the pool and ceiling 
of the building and upcoming window replacement.  Ms. Sorensen also discussed concerns over covering 
payouts for the upcoming 6 retirements. 
 
A brief review of the Legislative process was given.   
 

• Discussion of MSDB Meeting Schedule 
• Approve Significant Writing Policy 

 
Ms. Lila Taylor moved to approve the second reading of the Significant 
Writing Policy.  Seconded by Ms. Mary Jo Bremner 
 
Discussion by Ms. Bremner.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Approve MSDB School Calendar 
 

Ms. Lila Taylor moved to approve the MSDB 2015-16 School Calendar.  
Motion seconded by Mr. John Edwards. 
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No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
    

• MHSA/MSDB Volleyball Agreement 
 

Ms. Lila Taylor moved to approve the cooperative agreement with  
MHSA/MSDB for volleyball.  Motion seconded by Ms. Schottle.  
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
DISCUSSION 
 

 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Sharon Carroll (Items 8-9) 
 
Item 8   FEDERAL UPDATE 
   Nancy Coopersmith  
Ms. Nancy Coopersmith updated the Board on the Reauthorization of the ESEA (No Child Left Behind 
Act) which could be heard on the House floor in the next 2 weeks.  OPI has devised an internal team to 
review the program and suggest changes that should be made.  Ms. Coopersmith stated that the 
Superintendent gave the group a guiding principles plan in which the Board is named as a stakeholder.  
Ms. Coopersmith fielded questions from the Board. 
 
Item 9   SCHOOL NUTRITION PROGRAMS ANNUAL REPORT 
   Christine Emerson 
Ms. Emerson highlighted some items from the report for the Board.  Items highlighted included the school 
breakfast program, and that Montana is the leading state in participation of the Community Eligibility 
Provision program.  Ms. Emerson reviewed participation in school breakfast and lunches in the 2013-14 
school year, participation in the Fresh Fruit and Vegetable program, Summer Food Service Program, 
Montana Team Nutrition Program grant administered by MSU-Bozeman, and the OPI Cooperative 
Purchase Program.   
 
ACTION 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The public was afforded the opportunity to comment before the Board on every action item on the 
agenda prior to final Board action. 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – John Edwards (Item 15) 
 
Item 15   BPE HEARING CASE #2014-06 
   Kirsten Madsen – Agency Legal Services 
 

Mr. John Edwards moved to accept the appellant’s Exhibits 1-48.  Motion 
seconded by Ms. Lila Taylor. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

Mr. John Edwards moved to accept the appellant’s Exhibits.  Motion 
seconded by Ms. Lila Taylor.   
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
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 Mr. John Edwards moved to accept OPI Exhibit 100.  Motion seconded by 
Ms. Schottle. 

 
 No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
Mr. John Edwards moved to postpone decision until May 7-8th 2015 BPE 
meeting in order to review all Exhibits and make a decision.  Motion 
seconded by Ms. Lila Taylor. 

 
Ms. Carroll announced that no new documents may be submitted at this 
time. 

 
   Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – John Edwards (Item 11) 
 
Item 11 REPORT ON SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATIONS TO REVISIONS 

TO ARM TITLE 10, CHAPTER 57 EDUCATOR LICENSURE  
  Ann Gilkey 
Ms. Gilkey presented to the Board the revisions to Chapter 57 Educator Licensure rules.  Ms. Gilkey 
discussed that the revisions are mostly “clean up” language and that the Certification Standards and 
Practices Advisory Council has reviewed the changes and requested other changes.  Ms. Lila Taylor 
voiced her disapproval at needing additional changes to rules that were just approved in November 2014. 
 

Mr. John Edwards moved to adopt the timeline for Chapter 57 Rule 
amendment.  Ms. Mary Jo Bremner seconded the motion. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – Erin Williams (Items 12-13) 
 
Item 12  REPORT ON SUPERINTENDENT’S RECOMMENDATIONS TO REVISIONS 

TO ARM TITLE 10, CHAPTER 63 PRESCHOOL STANDARDS 
  Dennis Parman 
Ms. Ann Gilkey presented this item to the Board in place of Mr. Parman.  Ms. Gilkey explained the 
minimum hours for half time instruction in the original rule were incorrect.  720 hours is for K-12 for full 
time instruction so rule should be changed to 540 hours.   
 

Ms. Erin Williams moved to approve the timeline for the amendments to 
Chapter 63.  Motion seconded by Ms. Darlene Schottle. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – John Edwards (Item 14) 
 
Item 14   BPE HEARING CASE #2014-04 
   Ms. Kirsten Madsen 
The Board reviewed the file.  Ms. Madsen reviewed the licensure rule for issuing a letter of reprimand. 
 

Mr. John Edwards moved to deny the request for a letter of reprimand and 
dismiss BPE Case#2014-104.  Motion seconded by Ms. Erin Williams. 

 
   No discussion. Motion passed unanimously. 
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 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE – Sharon Carroll (Item 10) 
 
Item 10  ASSESSMENT REPORT 
  Judy Snow 
No presentation was made.  Ms. Snow was called away.  Item will be placed on the May 7-8th, BPE 
meeting. 
 
ACTION 
 

PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
The public was afforded the opportunity to comment before the Board on every action item on the 
agenda prior to final Board action. 
 
 
Item 13 RECOMMEND APPROVAL OF THE 2014-15 FINAL ACCREDITATION 

STATUS OF ALL SCHOOLS 
 Dr. Linda Peterson 
Dr. Linda Peterson presented the Final Accreditation Status of All Schools to the Board.  Dr. Peterson 
noted that this is the first report created by using the data collected by the TEAMS program for reporting 
from schools.  Dr. Peterson acknowledged TEAMS team members Ms. Patty Muir and Ms. Effie Benoit.  
Dr. Peterson thoroughly discussed the report for the Board and fielded questions from the Board. 

Ms. Erin Williams moved to approve the 2014-15 Final Accreditation Status 
of All Schools.  Motion seconded by Mr. John Edwards. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
    
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS May 7-8th, 2015 
 
CSPAC Appointments 
Student Representative Last Meeting 
BASE Aid Payment Schedule 
Alternative to Standards Requests & Renewals 
Federal Update 
MACIE Update 
Assessment Update 
Executive Director Performance Evaluation 
MSDB Superintendent Performance Evaluation & Contract Extension 
Establish Executive Staff Salaries 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public Comments. 
 
ADJOURN 

Mr. John Edwards moved to adjourn the meeting.  Motion seconded by Ms. 
Erin Williams. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 4:23 PM 
____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
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The Montana Board of Public Education is a Renewal Unit Provider.  Attending a Board of Public Education Meeting may qualify you 
to receive renewal units.  One hour of contact time = 1 renewal unit up to 8 renewal units per day.  Please complete the necessary 
information on the sign-in sheet if you are applying for renewal units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda.  Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”.  Action 
may be taken by the Board on any item listed on the agenda.  Public comment is welcome on all items but time limits on public 
comment may be set at the Chair’s discretion.   
 
The Board of Public Education will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an individual’s 
ability to participate in the meeting.  Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests to the Board of Public 
Education as soon as possible prior to the meeting start date.  You may write to: Kris Stockton, PO Box 200601, Helena MT, 59620, 
email at: kmstockton@mt.gov or phone at 444-0302. 
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