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BOARD OF PUBLIC EDUCATION 
MEETING MINUTES 

 
Friday November 9, 2018 

Office of Commissioner of Higher Education’s Conference Room 
560 N Park 

Helena, MT 59601 
 

 
Friday, November 9, 2018 
8:30 AM 

 
CALL TO ORDER 
Chair Schottle called the meeting to order at 8:30 AM.  The Pledge of Allegiance was said, and Ms. 
Stockton took roll call.  Chair Schottle read the Statement of Public Participation and welcomed guests 
and visitors. 
 
Board members present: Dr. Darlene Schottle, Chair; Ms. Tammy Lacey, Vice-Chair; Ms. Mary Jo 
Bremner; Mr. Scott Stearns; Mr. Jesse Barnhart; Ms. Paris Becker, Student Rep; Ms. Anne Keith; Ms. 
Sharon Carroll.  Ex-officio members: Ms. Siri Smillie, Governor’s Office; Ms. Jule Walker, OPI; Ms. Angela 
McLean, OCHE.  Staff members present: Mr. Pete Donovan, Executive Director Board of Public 
Education; Ms. Kris Stockton, Administrative Assistant, Board of Public Education.  Guests present: Mr. 
Rob Stutz, Agency Legal Services; Mr. Kyle Moen, Chief Legal Counsel, OPI; Ms. Donna Sorensen, 
Superintendent, MSDB; Ms. Susie Hedalen, OPI; Ms. Scott Furois, OPI; Ms. Ashley McGrath, OPI; Ms. 
Patty Muir, OPI; Dr. Linda Vrooman-Peterson, OPI; Ms. Karen Billings, OPI, Dr. Ann Ewbank, MSU-
Bozeman; Mr. Colter Bethurem, Billings. 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment. 

 
CONSENT AGENDA 
 

Mr. Scott Stearns moved to accept the Consent Agenda.  Motion seconded 
by Ms. Mary Jo Bremner.  No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

    
ADOPT AGENDA 
Item #19 will be moved to 11:00 AM time certain.  No further changes. 
 

Ms. Tammy Lacey moved to adopt the agenda with the one, time certain 
change noted.  Motion seconded by Ms. Sharon Carroll.  No discussion.  
Motion passed unanimously. 

 
INFORMATION ITEMS 
 

 REPORTS – Dr. Darlene Schottle (Items 1-6) 
    

Item 1   CHAIRPERSON’S REPORT – 10 minutes 
   Dr. Darlene Schottle 
Dr. Schottle noted this is Ms. Carroll’s last face to face meeting and thanked her for all her hard work and 
commitment to education in Montana.  Ms. Carroll thanked everyone for their support over the years.  
Chair Schottle thanked Mr. Donovan for his assistance in helping her prepare for her first meeting as 
chair, and for all the meetings he attends and calls he participates in on behalf of the board. 

• Committee Assignments 
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Chair Schottle noted the changes in the committee assignments noting that this could change after a new 
board member comes on in the next few months.  Chair Schottle asked to get the dates for the “Days of 
Advocacy” in January with the Legislature.  Superintendent Arntzen noted specific dates during the 
session which will provide opportunities for Board members to meet with the Legislature. 
      
Item 2   EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR REPORT – 10 minutes 
   Pete Donovan 
Mr. Donovan discussed a recent meeting he held at the request of Senator McClafferty to discuss 
educational options for students with Dyslexia, and how to assist students and parents.  Participants in 
the meeting included Chair Schottle, Mr. Donovan, Mr. Frank Podobnik, OPI, Senator McClafferty, and 
Mr. Pad McCracken.  A Task Force will be created to research the issue and develop solutions.  Mr. 
Podobnik will bring the results of the Task Force to the Superintendent when completed.  Mr. Donovan 
also discussed the Negotiated Rulemaking Committee meeting for Assessment he attended earlier in the 
week, and the MACIE meeting both he and Board member Bremner attended the previous day.  
 
Item 3   STATE SUPERINTENDENT’S REPORT – 15 minutes 
   State Superintendent Elsie Arntzen 
Superintendent Arntzen thanked Ms. Carroll for her service to the Board and extended any assistance 
necessary from OPI to Chair Schottle.  Superintendent Arntzen discussed School Safety and ongoing 
efforts to work to develop School Safety plans.  The OPI has received one grant to assist schools in this 
work.  Superintendent Arntzen discussed her Legislative Plans, and ongoing work with the Commissioner 
of Higher Education’s Office regarding the ACT and sharing data.  Superintendent Arntzen discussed 
possible changes to the dates for the distribution of BASE Aid payments to schools, and the highlighted 
newly elected Teacher of the Year for 2018.  The Superintendent fielded questions from the Board.  Mr. 
Stearns offered to be of assistance via the BPE Legislative Committee to work on the OPI bill draft 
language particularly school safety.   
 
Item 4   COMMISSIONER OF HIGHER EDUCATION’S REPORT – 15 minutes 
   Angela McLean 
Ms. McLean welcomed the Board to the OCHE building and expressed her appreciation to Ms. Carroll for 
her service and friendship.  Ms. McLean reported on College Application Week which included 162 
schools who participated, an update on Recruitment and Retention Task Force which will be presented to 
the Board of Regents next week, and a College Access Portal the office is developing for students to 
access. Ms. McLean answered Board member questions. 
 
Item 6   STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE’S REPORT  15 minutes 
   Paris Becker 
Ms. Becker updated the Board on activities she has been involved with in Fairfield including an Active 
Shooter Drill, Graduation Matters Walk, Human Trafficking Awareness, new sports available at Fairfield, 
the State Student Council Conference in October, amendments the Executive Committee is working on, 
and the report she gave on her membership on the Board of Public Education.  Ms. Becker also reported 
on fundraising efforts the Council did for the Make A Wish Foundation, and some redistricting the Council 
is working on. 
 
Item 5   GOVERNOR’S OFFICE REPORT – 15 minutes 
   Siri Smillie 
Ms. Smillie congratulated Chair Schottle on her new appointment and thanked Ms. Carroll for her service, 
and noted the Governor is also grateful to her for her service.  Ms. Smillie noted the evaluation of the 
STARS Preschool program is complete and that the report is available online.  Ms. Smillie touched on a 
few highlights in the report regarding student success.  The Governor will release the Executive Budget 
proposal which will include a request for funding for preschool.  Ms. Smillie noted the state has applied for 
the Federal Preschool Grant for a possible $10 million funding amount.  Ms. Smillie spoke about the 
Computer Science workgroup hoping to increase access across the state. 
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 MSDB LIAISON - Mary Jo Bremner (Item 7) 

 
Item 7             MSDB REPORT (ACTION) – 20 minutes 
   Donna Sorensen 
Ms. Sorensen gave the MSDB report to the Board noting the Superintendent’s Conference she attended, 
the school’s participation in the Talking Book Program at the invitation of Superintendent Arntzen, an 
update on the Labor Management Meeting, and continued work on Advanced Ed accreditation.  A brief 
update on Outreach, Business, Maintenance, the MSDB Foundation, and request for Action items 
followed. Mr. Stearns asked what the school’s Legislative requests will be and Ms. Sorensen addressed 
his questions.  Mr. Stearns noted it would be good for the school to make themselves known to the 
Legislature and the good work they do. 
 

• Request Approval of MSDB Housing Policy 5110 (2nd reading) 
 

Ms. Mary Jo Bremner moved to approve the MSDB Housing Policy 
5110.  Ms. Sharon Carroll seconded the request. 

 
    No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

• Request Approval of Out of State Travel Requests 
 

Ms. Mary Jo Bremner moved to approve the out of state travel 
requests for: Gallaudet University Regional Academic Bowl, Early 
Hearing Detection & Intervention, Flying Hands ASL Competition, 
Deaf2Deaf Day, Senior Trip, Braille Transcriber Conference, 
Outreach for Visually Impaired, Gallaudet University National 
Competition, ESAC Committee Meeting.  Motion second by Ms. 
Sharon Carroll. 

 
Ms. Lacey thanked Ms. Sorensen for her value of Professional 
Development and supports the requests.  Ms. Carroll noted the 
estimated costs of the travel and appreciated the disclosure. 
 
Chair Schottle thanked Ms. Sorensen for the forms. 
 
No further discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Ms. Mary Jo Bremner moved to approve the travel to the Council of 
Education Administrators of Schools and Programs for the Deaf 
contingent upon the conference being held in May.  Motion 
seconded by Ms. Sharon Carroll. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 Item 8 MACIE LIAISON – Mary Jo Bremner (Item 8) 

 
Item 8             MACIE REPORT (ACTION)– 15 minutes 
   Michelle Mitchell 
Ms. Michelle Mitchell updated the Board on the MACIE meeting held the previous day in Helena including 
an update of the MACIE By-Laws and Constitution, identifying homeless students, a presentation from 
UM Western, Indian Education for All at OPI update, and the MACIE meeting dates for 2019.  A brief 
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review of additional presentations was given.  Ms. Mitchell requested approval of the new member 
nominations. 
 

• Request Approval of New Member Recommendations  
 

Ms. Mary Jo Bremner moved to approve the nominations for: Jason 
Cummins, Viola Wood, Joe Arrowtop, Teresa McMakin Mead.  Motion 
seconded by Mr. Jesse Barnhart. 
 
No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Tammy Lacey (Item 19) 

 
Item 19   PRESENTATION OF BPE CASE #2018-08, BETHUREM, APPEAL OF 

LICENSURE DENIAL (ACTION) – 30 minutes 
 Rob Stutz, Agency Legal Services 
   Kyle Moen, Chief Legal Counsel, OPI 
Ms. Lacey opened the item and turned it over to Mr. Stutz, Agency Legal Counsel to the Board.  Mr. Stutz 
noted that the OPI has written a letter asking the Board to consider this appeal as an Unusual Cases per 
ARM 10.57.109.  Mr. Stutz reviewed the merits of requesting an Unusual Case.  The Board requested an 
explanation from the OPI as to why they are requesting approval of the license due to Unusual Cases 
Rule.  The appellant has enough teaching experience to meet the minimum requirements, just not at a 
state accredited school. 
 

Ms. Tammy Lacey moved to not accept the recommendation of the 
Superintendent to consider this as an Unusual Case.  Ms. Sharon Carroll 
seconded the motion. 

 
Ms. Lacey noted her motion was made on the basis that the language in 
rule is clear that the school must be state accredited. 
 
No additional discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 

The Board then moved to a full hearing on the appeal in BPE Case #2018-0-8.  Mr. Stutz swore in 
witnesses.  Mr. Moen noted that the stance of OPI is to grant a license based upon Unusual Cases and 
questioned if a potential reconsideration was necessary.  Mr. Stutz noted that the Board can reconsider at 
the end of the hearing.  Mr. Bethurem made opening remarks, followed by opening remarks from Mr. Kyle 
Moen, Chief Legal Counsel at OPI.   
 
Mr. Bethurem provided exhibits and testified as to his merits and why he should be considered for 
licensure. Board members asked questions of Mr. Bethurem. 
 
Mr. Moen again requested granting a license to Mr. Bethurem based upon Unusual Cases and perhaps 
conditionally that Mr. Bethurem perform additional Internship hours in a public-school system. 
 
Board members asked questions of Mr. Bethurem and of OPI. 
 
No closing remarks from OPI.  Mr. Bethurem requested his appeal be approved. 
 
Procedural questions were clarified for the Board by Mr. Stutz. 
 

Ms. Tammy Lacey moved to affirm the denial of licensure and not consider 
as an Unusual Case.  Mr. Scott Stearns seconded the motion. 
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Mr. Stearns advised Mr. Bethurem that he is confident that Mr. Bethurem 
will secure employment to meet the qualifications and thanked him for his 
professionalism.  Comments echoed by Ms. Lacey and Chair Schottle.  Ms. 
Keith encouraged Mr. Bethurem to obtain 3 years of experience in the 
public-school system, become a Teacher Leader, which will give him the 
added experience to move in to Administration. 

 
   No additional comments.  Motion passed unanimously. 

 
 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE – Dr. Darlene Schottle (Items 9-10) 

 
Item 9          REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE CRITICAL QUALITY EDUCATOR REPORT 

(ACTION)– 15 minutes  
   Scott Furois 
Mr. Furois reviewed the 2018-2019 Critical Quality Educator Report for the Board. 
 

Dr. Schottle moved to approve the Critical Educator Report for 2018-2019.  
Seconded by Ms. Mary Jo Bremner 

 
Mr. Dennis Parman commented on getting appropriations to distribute per 
statute.  HB 119. Due to additional criteria used to compile the report that is 
not in statute. 

 
   No additional comment.  Motion passed unanimously.    
 
Item 10        FEDERAL REPORT (INFORMATION ONLY) – 15 minutes 
   Susie Hedalen, Jule Walker 
Ms. Susie Hedalen presented the updated draft report card to the Board and fielded questions from the 
Board on the data, how it’s gathered, and questions on specific areas of the report card.  Ms. Hedalen 
reviewed for the Board changes made at their request from the September meeting, and additional 
changes from suggestions received from the field. 
 

 ASSESSMENT COMMITTEE – Anne Keith (Item 11) 
 
Item 11        ASSESSMENT UPDATE (INFORMATION ONLY) – 15 minutes 
 Ashley McGrath 
Ms. McGrath presented the Assessment Update to the Board, noting changes made as of October 18, 
2018.  Ms. McGrath reviewed the 2019 Testing Windows for statewide assessment, changes to the ACT 
with Writing, 2018 Data Release, Title I Audit Status, Upcoming Peer Review Plans, Negotiated 
Rulemaking, Science Waiver Plans, and Competitive Bid Plans.   
 

 ACCREDITATION COMMITTEE – Darlene Schottle (Items 12-14) 
 
Item 12     NEGOTIATED RULEMAKING FOR HAZARD AND EMERGENCY RESPONSE 

PLAN UPDATE (INFORMATION ONLY)– 10 minutes 
 Dr. Linda Vrooman Peterson 
Dr. Peterson briefly reviewed for the Board the progress being made towards the Negotiated Rulemaking 
for Hazard & Emergency Response Plans.  Dr. Peterson reviewed who the committee members are, and 
how the rulemaking process takes place, then reviewed the timeline for the Board. 
 

 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Tammy Lacey (Item 18) 
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***************************************TIME CERTAIN AT 2:00 PM************************************************ 
 
***This item may proceed to a closed session at the Chair’s discretion 
 
Item 18  PRESENTATION OF BPE CASE #2018-06, ROWAN, REQUEST FOR 

REVOCATION (ACTION)– 60 minutes 
 Rob Stutz, Agency Legal Services 
   Kyle Moen, Chief Legal Counsel, OPI 
Mr. Stutz reviewed the case file to date.  Mr. Stutz advised that Mr. Rowan has stated he will not be 
present at the hearing and noted that Mr. Rowan is not present.  Mr. Moen, Chief Legal Counsel OPI, 
made his case to the Board.  Mr. Ryan Wells Assistant Principal at Ronan Middle School was called to 
testify, and Mr. Moen asked questions of Mr. Wells.  Board members were given the opportunity to 
question the witness. 
 
Mr. Mark Johnston was called to testify.  Mr. Moen questioned the witness as to his knowledge of the 
investigation. 
 
Makaliah Wilson was called to testify.  Mr. Moen questioned the witness as to her knowledge of the 
situation and the investigation.  Mr. Stutz and Board members asked questions of the witness. 
 
Mr. Moen made closing remarks to the Board and stated that he supports the Superintendent’s 
recommendation to revoke the Educator License of Mr. Rowan. 
 

Mr. Scott Stearns moved to permanently revoke the educator license of Mr. 
Zachary Rowan.  Mr. Jesse Barnhart seconded. 

 
   No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
Item 13      DISCUSSION OF ACCREDITATION PROCESS AND PROCEDURES 

(INFORMATION ONLY)– 15 minutes 
 Jule Walker, Susie Hedalen 
Ms. Walker distributed a Proposed Accreditation Process Transition and timeline 2018-2020.  Ms. 
Hedalen discussed the proposal and reasons why the Accreditation process needs to be reviewed to be 
in compliance with ESSA.  Ms. Walker discussed the recommendations of the Superintendent and what 
to do going forward.  Board members gave input to the request.  Board members asked questions of the 
OPI staff on hand.  Mr. Parman, MREA, gave public comment regarding the proposal.  Ms. Diane Burke, 
MQEC, also spoke to the proposal stating that there has been an increase in schools who have low 
student performance percentages.  Ms. Carroll noted that changes in data collection, which has changed 
from “N less than 10” to “N less than 5”, could be causing the increase in schools with student 
performance concerns.  Ms. Carroll suggested the Accreditation Committee review the information more 
thoroughly and report back to the Board. 
 
Item 14     CONTINUOUS SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT PLANS AND TEAMS UPDATE ON 

THE INTENSIVE ASSISTANCE PROCESS (INFORMATION ONLY)– 15 
minutes 

 Patty Muir 
Ms. Muir updated the Board on the Intensive Assistance Schools and provided an update as to how those 
schools are progressing, whether their accreditation deviations are being worked on or have been 
resolved, and if their TEAMS reports have been submitted.  Ms. Muir noted that OPI Work sessions were 
held across the state to assist those schools. 
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 LICENSURE COMMITTEE – Tammy Lacey (Items 15-17) 

 
Item 15     MONTANA STATE UNIVERSITY BOZEMAN PROPOSES NEW TEACHING 

ENDORSEMENT OPTIONS: (INFORMATION ONLY) 
• MASTER OF SCIENCE DEGREE IN FAMILY AND CONSUMER 

SCIENCES – ENDORSEMENT OPTION – 15 minutes 
Dr. Ann Ewbank, Education Department in the College of Education, 
Health and Human Development at MSU;  
Dr. Linda Vrooman Peterson, Administrator, OPI 

Dr. Ewbank, MSU Education Department, presented this item to the Board as a new program at MSU, 
100% online as a pathway to additional endorsement for educators who already have a Class 1 or Class 
2 license in Montana.  Benefits of the program include addressing recruitment and retention for Career 
and Technical Education and allowing current Montana teachers to continue their education while 
remaining in Montana. 

• MASTER OF ARTS IN TEACHING FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH A 
BACHELOR’S DEGREE SEEKING A TEACHING LICENSE IN AN 
ENDORSABLE SUBJECT AREA – 15 minutes 
Dr. Ann Ewbank, Education Department in the College of Education, 
Health and Human Development at MSU;  
Dr. Linda Vrooman Peterson, Administrator, OPI 

Dr. Ewbank presented this new curricular program which would allow an individual who already holds a 
bachelor’s degree in an endorsable teaching area, to obtain a master’s degree in Teaching, 100% online.  
This item will be back to the Board for Action in January.  

 
Item 16        NEW CURRICULAR PROGRAM LEADING TO LICENSURE AND 

ENDORSEMENT IN COMPUTER SCIENCE GRADES 5-12, PROPOSED BY 
MSU-BOZEMAN (INFORMATION ONLY)– 15 minutes 
Dr. Ann Ewbank, Education Department in the College of Education, Health 
and Human Development at MSU;  
Dr. Linda Vrooman Peterson, Administrator, OPI 

Dr. Ewbank presented the proposed program of a secondary education minor in Computer Sciences.  
The program will be a 25-credit teaching minor in which candidates will be able to teach computer 
sciences in grades 5-12.  This will be an Action item at the January meeting. 

 
Item 17 REQUEST APPROVAL OF THE NOTICE OF ADOPTION TO ARM TITLE 10, 

CHAPTER 57, EDUCATOR LICENSURE (ACTION) – 10 minutes 
 Pete Donovan 
Mr. Donovan reviewed the proposed rule change and public hearing, noting the board received no public 
comment. 
 

Ms. Tammy Lacey moved to approve the Notice of Adoption to ARM 
Title 10, Chapter 57, Educator Licensure.  Seconded by Ms. Sharon 
Carroll. 

 
    No discussion.  Motion passed unanimously. 
 
***************************************CLOSED -EXECUTIVE SESSION***************************************** 
Item 20   MSDB SUPERINTENDENT PERFORMANCE EVALUATION 
   Dr. Darlene Schottle 
 
******************************************OPEN – EXECUTIVE SESSION**************************************** 
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FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS January 18, 2019, Conference Call Meeting 
Exiting Board Member – Last Meeting and Recognition 
MSDB Superintendent Contract Extension 
Transportation Report 
MACIE Update 
Assessment Update 
Federal Update 
Accreditation Report 
Teacher Licensure Report 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 No public comment. 
 
ADJOURN 
The meeting adjourned at 4:35 PM 
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Montana Board of Public Education is a Renewal Unit Provider.  Attending a Board of Public Education Meeting may qualify you 
to receive renewal units.  One hour of contact time = 1 renewal unit up to 8 renewal units per day.  Please complete the necessary 
information on the sign-in sheet if you are applying for renewal units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda.  Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”.  Action 
may be taken by the Board on any item listed on the agenda.  Public comment is welcome on all items but time limits on public 
comment may be set at the Chair’s discretion.   
 
The Board of Public Education will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an individual’s 
ability to participate in the meeting.  Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests to the Board of Public 
Education as soon as possible prior to the meeting start date.  You may write to: Kris Stockton, PO Box 200601, Helena MT, 59620, 
email at: kmstockton@mt.gov or phone at 444-0302. 
 

 
 

mailto:kmstockton@mt.gov

