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CERTIFICATION STANDARDS & PRACTICES 
ADVISORY COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES 

 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 13, 2022 

Montana State Capitol Building, Room 152 
Helena, MT 

 
 

Starting at 8:30 AM: 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairperson Elder called the meeting to order at 8:33 and lead the Council in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Ms. Stockton took Roll Call, Chair 
Elder read the Statement of Public Participation.  
 
Council members present:  Mr. Kelly Elder, Chair; Ms. Teresa Marchant, Vice Chair; Dr. Kate Eisele; Ms. Barbara Brown; Ms. Hannah 
Nieskens; Dr. Trent Atkins.  Staff present:  Ms. McCall Flynn, Executive Director; Ms. Kris Stockton, Administrative Specialist; Ms. Julie 
Balsam, Accounting Technician.   
 
APPROVE MINUTES 
 

Dr. Eisele moved to approve the April meeting minutes; Ms. Marchant seconded the 
motion.  Motion was approved. 

  
ADOPT AGENDA 
 

Ms. Marchant moved to adopt the agenda; Dr. Eisele seconded the motion.  Motion was 
approved. 

 
ITEM 1   EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE REPORT – (INFORMATION)  

Kelly Elder 
• New Member Introduction 

Chair Elder introduced new member, Ms. Hannah Nieskens, and welcomed her to the Council.  Ms. Nieskens, Superintendent of Whitehall 
Public Schools, gave a summary of her professional career in education and expressed her excitement to join CSPAC. 

• Set Yearly Calendar 
Executive Director Flynn led a discussion to set meeting dates for the upcoming year. It was decided the October CSPAC meeting, which 
will be the annual joint meeting with the Council of Deans, will be scheduled for the first week of October.  Ms. Flynn will inform the 
Council of Deans that the Council is available October 3-7, 2022, for them to coordinate a meeting in tandem with CSPAC.  Additionally, 
Chair Elder suggested meeting dates of February 8, 2023, April 19, 2023, and joint with BPE in July 2023 for CSPAC meeting dates. 

• Review of Mission and Goals 
Chair Elder reviewed the CSPAC Goals as presented in the CSPAC 2021 Annual Report to the Board of Public Education.  Ms. Flynn noted 
some goals may need clarifying language, such as goal 1a. and goal 3a.  One of her suggestions was adding the words, ‘when appropriate’, 
when the goal is not an ongoing activity of the Council.  Ms. Flynn offered to bring suggested language edits to the Council at their October 
Council. 

• Discuss Annual Report for Presentation to Board of Public Education 
Chair Elder lead an overview of the 2021 Annual Report.  Ms. Flynn presented the idea of including the entire text of the Council’s meeting 
minutes in future annual reports in place of the current ‘highlights of meeting minutes’, which is presently used.  A consensus was reached 
that the approved CSPAC meeting minutes, in their entirety, will be used in future annual reports to the Board of Public Education.  
The Professional Educators of Montana Code of Ethics, reviews of Chapter 57 and Chapter 58, presentations of the Praxis exam, and MSU’s 
MAT program were mentioned by Chair Elder in his recap of the Council’s highlights of the year.  The Chair asked if there were questions or 
points of discussion regarding the report.  He concluded the discussion, stating the Council would present the annual report to the Board of 
Public Education later that day.   
 
ITEM 2   MENTORSHIP AND INDUCTION FOLLOW UP – (INFORMATION)  

McCall Flynn 
Ms. Flynn reviewed the background of teacher mentorship and induction and discussed its relevance to Chapter 55.  She asked Council 
members for feedback and reflections of their personal experiences implementing mentorship and induction in their schools to help guide 
standards currently being drafted.  Ms. Nieskens expressed that many standards that are in ARM are self-reported to OPI through TEAMS.  
She explained that there is not always internal mentorship, and often assistance is offered from neighboring districts or from retired teachers 
who live locally. 
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ITEM 3   REVIEW OF CLASS 8 LICENSE APPLICATION – (ACTION) 
   Crystal Andrews 
The council reviewed one Class 8 license application and recommend approval of the Class 8 license they were presented. 
 
ITEM 4 REVIEW OF SUPERINTENDENT ARNTZEN’S RECOMMENDATIONS TO REVISIONS OF ARM 

TITLE 10, CHAPTER 58, EDUCATOR PREPARATION PROGRAMS – (INFORMATION) 
  Dr. Julie Murgel, Zach Hawkins 
Mr. Hawkins gave an overview of the process used to draft Superintendent Arntzen’s recommendations to revisions of ARM Title 10, 
Chapter 58, Educator Preparation Programs.  He discussed the backgrounds and diversity of the task force members and the general areas of 
study they were reviewing. Dr. Murgel then summarized the OPI’s work in overseeing EPP programs and the task force’s efforts in aligning 
national standards (CAEP) to the recommendations they drafted. She discussed their work, suggested changes and enhancements of various 
licenses, endorsements, and programs of educator preparation. 
 
ITEM 5  FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS 
   
 
FUTURE AGENDA ITEMS – October TBD 
Meet with Montana Council of Deans of Education 
Election of Officers 
School Funding in Montana 
Ms. Flynn discussed further checking with the Council of Deans on a date for the October 2022 meeting. 
Check back with OPI on progress made with OPI’s new teacher licensure program 
Revisit Chapter 55 revisions 
 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
(This time will be provided for public comment on items not listed on the agenda.  This meeting is open to the public both in person and 
electronically.  For those wishing to give virtual public comment, please contact bpe@mt.gov to request the Zoom link for the meeting. 
Members of the public who have joined virtually on Zoom may “raise their hand” at the appropriate time to participate after being 
recognized by the Council Chair. Written public comment may be submitted to the Executive Director at bpe@mt.gov and will be shared with 
the Council members and included as part of the official public record.) 
 
ADJOURN  
 
CSPAC meeting adjourned at 10:56 AM 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 
The Montana Board of Public Education is a Professional Development Unit Provider.  Attending a Certification Standards and Practices Advisory Council 
meeting may qualify you to receive professional development units.  One hour of contact time = 1 professional development unit up to 8 professional 
development units per day.  Please complete the necessary information on the sign-in sheet if you are applying for professional development units.    
 
Agenda items are handled in the order listed on the approved agenda.  Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”.  Agenda items are handled in the 
order listed on the approved agenda.  Items may be rearranged unless listed “time certain”.  Public comment is welcome on all items listed as “Action” and 
as noted at the end of each meeting. 
 
The Certification Standards and Practices Advisory Council will make reasonable accommodations for known disabilities that may interfere with an 
individual’s ability to participate in the meeting.  Individuals who require such accommodations should make requests to the Board of Public Education as 
soon as possible prior to the meeting start date.  You may write to: Kris Stockton, PO Box 200601, Helena MT, 59620, email at: kmstockton@mt.gov or phone 
at 406-444-0302. 
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