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Montana State University — Bozeman is providing information to the Board of
Public Education regarding plans to develop a Bachelor of Science Early
Childhood Education: P —3 degree as well as an Early Childhood Education minor
leading to the State of Montana Early Childhood Education P — 3 teaching
endorsement.

Montana State University — Bozeman currently offers a Bachelor of Science
degree in Early Childhood Education & Child Services (ECE&CS) in the
Department of Health & Human Development and a Bachelor of Science degree
in Elementary Education K— 8 in the Department of Education. Dr. Christine Lux,
Program Leader of ECE&CS, has been working with Department of Education
faculty for the past several months to revise the ECE&CS degree to align with
Ch.58.531, the new state standards for Early Childhood Education. The ECE&CS
degree revision will meet the needs and interests of students seeking to teach in
the early primary grades, including public preschool programs that have

P.O. Box 172880 expanded throughout the state. To best meet student needs, our campus will be

\mﬁﬁa’tgz_:(?J/lvcﬁvsezouc proposing a new Early Childhood Education P — 3 degree and Early Childhood
Education minor and will seek campus-level and Board of Regents approval in

Tel (406) 994-4135 the coming months.
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In addition to meeting the needs of our undergraduate students enrolled in
Elementary Education and ECE&CS, the new Early Childhood Education: P-3
degree and Early Childhood Education minor will also meet the growing demand
for highly qualified early childhood teachers in the State of Montana, as outlined
in the Montana Preschool Development Grant. Our campus has appropriate
resources and faculty to deliver a rigorous curriculum. A new tenure-track
faculty member was hired in January to join the Department of Health & Human
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M Development this fall. Therefore, our campus is prepared to support early
childhood professionals, including Head Start, public preschool, and primary

MONTANA grade teachers in their pursuit of the new Early Childhood Education P - 3

sSTATE UNIVERSITY teaching endorsement.

Students seeking enrollment in the Early Childhood Education: P — 3 degree will
engage in intellectually challenging and carefully sequenced course and field
work experiences, building on the strength of our Elementary Education K - 8
curriculum. Students pursuing the Early Childhood Education minor will
complete a range of courses focused on child development, family relationships,
play and learning in early childhood to complement their Elementary Education
degree. The undergraduate initial licensure Teacher Education Program at MSU
is aligned to and consistent with state and InTASC Standards, and is nationally
accredited. The Early Childhood Education: P — 3 degree and Early Childhood
Education minor will be designed to meet state, INTASC, and national
accreditation standards. Included in this memorandum are the courses to be
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Education required for the Early Childhood Education: P — 3 degree and Early Childhood
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Health & Human Education minor.
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Montana State University — Bozeman
College of Education, Health & Human Development
Early Childhood Education: P — 3 degree

Credits Course number Course title
University CORE 27
General Education 36
Requirements
Early Childhood 58
Education
3 EDEC160 Early Childhood Through Adolescent Development
3 FCS263 Relationships and Family Systems
3 EDEC288 Signing for Early Childhood Educators
2 EDEC271 Paraprofessional Experience in Early Childhood
3 EDEC253 Health and Movement in Early Childhood
3 EDEC??7?* Creativity and the Project Approach
3 EDEC350 Play and Learning in Early Childhood
1 EDSP307 Exceptional Learner Lab
4 EDSP458 Assessment & Intervention
3 FCS371 Research Methods in Health & Human Development
3 EDEC490R Undergraduate Research in Early Childhood
3 EDEC450 Early Childhood Language and Literacy
3 EDEC385 Integrated Curriculum in Early Childhood
3 EDEC430 Social and Emotional Development in the Young Child
3 EDEC???* Early Childhood STEAM
3 EDEC???* Early Childhood Language Arts and Social Studies
12 EDU495 Student Teaching
Degree total 121

Montana State University — Bozeman
College of Education, Health & Human Development
Early Childhood Education minor (added to Elementary Education K — 8 degree)

Early Childhood Credits Course number Course title
Education
3 EDEC160 Early Childhood Through Adolescent Development
3 FCS263 Relationships and Family Systems
2 EDEC271 Paraprofessional Experience in Early Childhood
3 EDEC350 Play and Learning in Early Childhood
1 EDSP307 Exceptional Learner Lab
4 EDSP458 Assessment & Intervention
3 EDEC385 Integrated Curriculum in Early Childhood
3 EDEC430 Social and Emotional Development in the Young Child
3 EDEC???* Early Childhood STEAM
3 EDEC???* Early Childhood Language Arts and Social Studies
Minor total 28

* Courses to be developed




